Aggregator

The aggregator is a powerful on-site syndicator and news reader that gathers fresh content from RSS-, RDF-
, and Atom-based feeds made available across the web. Thousands of sites (particularly news sites and blogs) publish their latest headlines and posts in feeds, using a number of standardized XML-based formats. Formats supported by the aggregator include RSS, RDF, and Atom.

Feeds contain feed items, or individual posts published by the site providing the feed. Feeds may be grouped in categories, generally by topic. Users view feed items in the main aggregator display or by their source. Administrators can add, edit and delete feeds and choose how often to check each feed for newly updated items. The most recent items in either a feed or category can be displayed as a block through the block administration page. An 

 HYPERLINK "http://chinook/drupal/aggregator/opml" 
machine-readable OPML file
 of all feeds is available. A correctly configured Cron maintenance task is required to update feeds automatically.

For more information please read the configuration and customization handbook Aggregator page.

Statistics

The statistics module keeps track of numerous site usage statistics, including the number of times, and from where, each of your posts is viewed. These statistics are useful in determining how users are interacting with each other and with your site, and are required for the display of some Drupal blocks.

The statistics module provides:

· a
 counter for each post on your site that increments each time the post is viewed. (Enable Count content views on the access log settings page, and determine if the post access counters should be visible to any user roles on the permissions page.)

· a recent hits log that displays information about the latest activity on your site, including the URL and title of the page accessed, the user name (if available) and IP address of the accessing party.

· a top referrers log that displays the referring parties for your site visits (where your visitors came from).

· a top pages log that displays site content in descending order by number of views.

· a top visitors log that displays the most active users on your site.

· a Popular content block that displays the day's most viewed content, the all-time most viewed content, and the last content viewed. (Enable the Popular content block on the blocks configuration page.)

Configuring the statistics module

· When the Enable access log setting on the access log settings page is enabled, data about every page accessed (including the remote host's IP address, referrer, node accessed, and user name) is stored in the access log. The access log must be enabled for the recent hits, top referrers, top pages, and top visitors log pages to function. Enabling the access log adds one additional database call per page displayed by Drupal.

· The Discard access logs older than setting on the access log settings page specifies the length of time entries are retained in the access log before they are deleted. Automatic access log entry deletion requires a correctly configured cron maintenance task.

· The Count content views setting on the access log settings page enables a counter for each post on your site that increments each time the post is viewed. This option must be enabled to provide post-specific access counts. Enabling this option adds one additional database call per each post displayed by Drupal.

For more information please read the configuration and customization handbook statistics page.

Blog

The blog module allows registered users to maintain an online journal, or blog. Blogs are made up of individual blog entries, and the blog entries are most often displayed in descending order by creation time.

There is an (optional) Blogs menu item added to the Navigation menu, which displays all blogs available on your site, and a My blog item displaying the current user's blog entries. The Blog entry menu item under Create content allows new blogs 
to be created.

Each blog entry is displayed with an automatic link to other blogs created by the same user. By default, blog entries have comments enabled and are automatically promoted to the site front page. The blog module also creates a Recent blog posts block that may be enabled at the blocks configuration page.

When using the aggregator module an automatic blog it icon will be displayed next to items displayed in a feed's latest items block. Clicking this icon populates a blog entry submit form with a title (the title of the feed item) and body (a link to the source item on its original site, and some illustrative content suitable for use as a block quote). Blog authors can use this feature to easily comment on items of interest that appear in aggregator feeds from other sites. To use this feature, be sure to enable the aggregator module, add and configure a feed from another site, and position the feed's latest items block.

For more information please read the configuration and customization handbook Blog page.
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